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N U N Z I O  P A C I

artist-in-residence program enables students to 
supplement their theoretical and historical 
understanding of the arts with practical 
understanding. Because the program brings in two 
new artists every year, students can be exposed to 
a wide range of media and visual art forms. In 
addition, students wil have the opportunity to 
work with artists from diferent parts the world, 
and at diferent stages of their career. But while 
we look for variety in respect of media and 
personal background, there is at least one respect 
in which we aim to keep our program the same 
from year to year: the work produced by the 
artist-in-residence should be of high quality.
Our artist-in-residence in the Fal of 2019-2020 
was Mr Nunzio Paci, an Italian artist whose 
paintings and drawings bring out unexpected 
connections between human or animal anatomy 
on the one hand, and plants and flowers on the 
other hand. The intertwining of the human form 
with other natural forms is a motif in Art Nouveau 
art, but Paci’s drawing style seems to owe more to 
Renaissance anatomical and botanical drawings
such as Leonardo da Vinci’s.
Moreover, like Leonardo, Paci relies on close 
observation, for example, of anatomical wax 
models and even genuine human corpses. In other 
words, he draws from life, or, strictly speaking, 
from death. As the present exhibition catalog 
makes clear, dead animal bodies are becoming 
more prominent in his work. The result is 
strangely beautiful, but not macabre. Human and 
animal anatomy is revealed as a part of life; life, in 
turn, is presented as a stage within a larger cycle
that includes also death and decay.
Other contemporary artists (e.g., Damien Hirst) 
have taken an interest in anatomy and death, often 
in an atempt to deliver “shock value”. Paci is 
aiming for a more timeless quality—as timeless as 
human anatomy perhaps. Unsurprisingly, his work 
has already been exhibited around the globe: in 
Europe, the US, the Middle East, and Asia. Paci 
has also been the recipient of several awards. We 
were extremely lucky to have him with us as our 
artist-in-residence, as he proved to be as 
meticulous in his teaching as he is in his
art-making.
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rhythm of the seasons, Nunzio Paci leads us 
through gray fields of cold and mist to trample 
wildflowers and ripe hay, rough earth and wet 
grass, where flora and fauna come together in 
mufled and ferocious embraces ful of luxuriance 
and melancholy. Here Paci interprets the animal 
body as a pantheistic transfiguration of the soul, a 
choral manifestation of a shared and amplified 
destiny, organic source of a whispered 
reverberation of human frailties.
In stilness, and in the desperate atempt to 
overcome it, lies the premise of the artist's 
perception. An imperfect, tremulous, restless 
stilness, that hides a movement forcedly 
interupted and stubbornly repeated, perpetuated. 
Witnesses of this conscious stilness are faint 
glances of vital tension, strenuous refuge of 
dreams, memory and nostalgia, moist gleam 
through which Paci invites us to a temporary 
suspension: between life and death, present and 
past.
A natural scenery as impetuous as evanescent, that 
one reconstructed by the artist, that finds authentic 
expression in a fine painting but dense of infinite 
references and minute ilusions, in which the 
calibrated use of light and colour surounds the 
scene with a mystical aura, albeit so intensely 
earthly. Reflecting on the transience of existence, 
although trusting in the restorative virtue of time, 
Nunzio Paci faces his fears with the consoling 
power of imagination. And in hope, as wel as in 
regret, he accompanies us on an intimate and 
penetrating exploration of the human condition, of 
which the natural element is both origin and
completion.
Memory is made up of a path that connects the footprints we leave behind. Remembering means turning and looking 
back in search of those footsteps, some faded, others deeper, and retracing them.
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